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LIONESS CLUB

INITIATION CEREMONY FOR NEW MEMBERS 
The Initiation Ceremony is the impressive occasion on which the new member is given membership in your Lioness Club.  A new member's initiation should be conducted before the full membership of the Club.  If only one or two members are to be initiated, the ceremony may be made a part of a regular meeting.
The degree of formality of the ceremony depends upon the wishes of the individual Club.  Some Lioness Clubs place a candle before each member and this candle is lighted when the ceremony begins.  A spare, unlighted candle is placed in front of the President.  As the new member receives the Lioness emblem, the spare candle is lighted to symbolize the Lioness's membership.

Be sure the sponsoring Lioness is seated with the new member.  When the time for the ceremony is at hand, the President may call the meeting to order with these words:

President/Installing Officer to the audience:  We are now about to begin the initiation ceremony which will officially welcome           
    to the fellowship of the Lioness Club of          .  This is a most important occasion for this/these new member(s) and for our Club.  AS I call the name(s) of our new member(s), the new member and the Lioness sponsor should rise and remain standing.

On behalf of the Officers and members of the Lioness Club       
 , I express to you our pleasure and pride at your presence at this meeting.  You have been invited to become a member of our Club, and we are all happy and proud that you have accepted our invitation.

You are about to become a member of a Club that is affiliated with the world’s largest and most active service club organization, with members in all corners of the world.  All of us believe that your membership will be beneficial to our Club.

Through our Club, people who care about human need are banded together to do things which you and I cannot do as individuals.  Lionism is a medium through which persons of good will can serve their fellow man.  As you become involved in the humanitarian services that people in Lionism perform, you will discover the great satisfaction that comes from a share in our effort.

You have seen how Lion Clubs and Lioness Clubs serve their communities and their neighbors who are blind, sick, stricken and handicapped.  This work would not be possible unless men and women were willing to give their time and effort to the cause.  We ask you to actively participate in our cooperative effort, in which every member shares, so that the burden of less fortunate people will not be so heavy.

I can tell you that the rewards of Lioness membership are great.  You will enjoy fellowship and friendship.  You will learn about your neighbor’s problems, and lighten your own by sharing theirs.  You will be warmed by the thanks of the people you help.  You will learn the fun of working with others, of directing their efforts.  Above all, you will find in your Lioness club a medium through which you, a good citizen and good neighbor, can express to others the good will which is in your heart.

You know that Lionism is trying to do in the service of others.  You also know what is expected of you as a member of our club.  I now ask you…do you desire to become a member of the Lioness Club of          ?  If so, please respond “I do.”  

New Member(s):  I do.
President/Installing Officer to new member(s): I now ask that you repeat after me:

I DO HEREBY ACCEPT MEMBERSHIP

IN THE LIONESS CLUB OF __     __
KNOWING THAT SUCH MEMBERSHIP

OBLIGATES ME TO PARTICIPATE

IN ALL FUNCTIONS OF THE CLUB.

TO THE BEST OF MY ABILITY

I WILL ATTEND MEETINGS REGULARLY,

ACCEPT SUCH ASSIGNMENTS AS ARE GIVEN ME

AND CONTRIBUTE MY SHARE

TO THE PROGRAM OF MY CLUB

AND MY SPONSORING LIONS CLUB.

President/Installing Officer to new member(s):  You are now a member of the Lioness Club of __     __.  Your sponsor will now affix your pin, which signifies this membership.

(Sponsor presents/affixes Lioness membership pin)

President/Installing Officer to new member(s):  Lioness _     __, wear that emblem with joy and pride.  Let me congratulate you and welcome you into our Club.  On behalf of our membership, I present you with your membership certificate.  

Installing Officer to audience:  Please join me in welcoming our new member(s) with a round of applause.  
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