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Lions Organization and Charitable Programs
Lions Club International Foundation (LCIF)
Lions around the world are united by a great spirit of giving and dedication to helping others. As the official charitable organization of Lions Clubs International, Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF) supports Lions’ compassionate works by providing grant funding for their local and global humanitarian efforts.  LCIF helps Lions improve peoples’ lives around the world, from combating vision problems, to responding to major catastrophes, to providing valuable life skills to youth.

The Lions Club International Foundation is located at 300 W. 22nd Street, Oak Brook, IL  60523-8842.
Melvin Jones Fellowship (MJF)
 The Melvin Jones Fellowship (MJF) was established in 1973 and the Progressive Melvin Jones Fellowship (PMJF) program began in 1986 in response to Lions’ request for a way to extend their commitment to LCIF.  The MJF recognizes donations of $1,000.00.  Donations through MJF’s provide 75% of the Foundations annual revenue.  As recognition of humanitarian work, a MJF is an honor presented to those who donate $1,000.00 to LCIF or to people for whom a donation was made by others.  Contributions can be made by individuals (including non-Lions), clubs or districts.  There is a plaque, a contribution letter and a pin presented once the $1,000.00 contribution is made. 

The Progressive Melvin Jones Fellowship (PMJF) program is a way for donors to extend their commitment to LCIF.  There are 100 recognition levels, one for each $1,000.00 donation beyond the initial $1,000.00 MJF contribution.  For each $1,000.00 contribution, there is a unique pin.

For Melvin Jones Fellowship contributions or inquiries, contact LCIF Donor Services Department at 630-203-3836 or e-mail them at donorassistance@lcif.org. 

 Peace Poster Contest

Each year, Lions clubs around the world proudly sponsor the Lions International Peace Poster Contest in local schools and youth groups.  This art contest for kids encourages young people worldwide to express their visions of peace.

Each years’ art contest consists of an original theme incorporating peace.  Participants use a variety of mediums, including charcoal, crayon, pencil and paint, to express the theme.  The works created are unique and express the young artists’ life experiences and culture.  Posters are shared globally via the internet, the media and exhibits around the world.

Each poster is judged on originality, artistic merit and expression of the theme.  Posters advance through several judging levels:  local, district, multiple district and international.  At the international level, judges from the art, peace, youth, education and media communities select one grand prize winner and 23 merit award winners.  International winners are notified on or before February 1st. 

One international grand prize winner will receive $5,000.00 and a trip to a special award ceremony with the sponsoring club president and two family member on Lions Day with the United Nations (subject to change).

Each of the 23 merit award winners will receive $500.00 and a certificate of achievement.

To learn more about the Lions International Peace Poster Contest, please call 630-203-3812 or contact the Lions Clubs International Public Relations Department at pr@lionsclubs.org .

Wisconsin Lions Multiple District 27-B2

The Lions of Wisconsin are comprised of 548 individual clubs with a combined membership of 19,126 Lions. Wisconsin is one multiple district of Lions Clubs International, which has 46,085 clubs in 206 countries or geographical areas. There are 1.34 million Lions worldwide.  The state office is located in Rosholt at the Wisconsin Lions Camp and is overseen by Council Chairman.

There are more than 2,800 Wisconsin Lioness members in 104 communities statewide.  Lioness members are affiliate members of Lions Clubs.
The Wisconsin Lions Foundation, Inc. (WLF)

is a charitable non-profit Wisconsin Corporation organized and maintained by the Lions of Wisconsin and is in charge of all statewide service and fund-raising activities. The Foundation has grown to be the pride and joy of the Lions, Lioness, and Leos of Wisconsin. It is also the envy of the Lions throughout the Country and very much appreciated by the people whose lives have been, or are being, changed by its projects.  This was all made possible because Clubs and individuals believe in what the Foundation has to offer and because of the watchful administration of the Board of Directors.  The operation of the Foundation is directed by 21 Directors, two from each of the ten districts and one from the Council of Governors.  Three Lioness Representatives also serve on committees.

Foundation activities are supported through funds contributed by Lions, Lioness, and Leo Clubs and individual members. Support is also received from private citizens, business and industrial benefactors, and memorial bequests.

A majority of our funds are raised by the Lions, Lioness and Leo Clubs of the State of Wisconsin who run many of their own fundraisers in their local communities to send money to support the projects of the Wisconsin Lions Foundation.  Other donations come from private donors, families, friends, grants and the three annual fundraisers the Wisconsin Lions Foundation holds.  

You can help by visiting the Wisconsin Lions Foundation to learn more and make a donation or by participating in one, two or all three of our annual fundraisers.
The Wisconsin Lions Foundation is located at 3834 County Road A, Rosholt, WI  54473.
Lions Eye Bank of Wisconsin (LEBW)
The Lions Eye Bank of Wisconsin is assisted by numerous dedicated volunteers from Lions, Lioness, and Leo Clubs throughout the State of Wisconsin. There are approximately 19,500 Lions Club Members across the state of Wisconsin ~ 1,500 of these individuals transport eye tissue each year. These members bring surgically removed eye tissue to the Lions Eye Bank of Wisconsin laboratory in Madison where further evaluation and preparation of donor corneas are conducted.

In addition, their financial support of the Lions Eye Bank of Wisconsin provides needed resources in the effort to restore sight and prevent blindness. Without their dedicated and generous activity, cornea transplants, vision restoration, and research into diseases causing blindness would be most difficult. The Knight of Sight award is given in recognition of monetary gifts of $1,000 or more.

The Lions Eye Bank of Wisconsin is an affiliated Lions organization for the Wisconsin Lions of Multiple District 27 and is governed by a Board of Directors that includes representatives from all 10 districts within Multiple District 27.

The Lions Eye Bank of Wisconsin, Inc., a nonprofit 501(c)3, is a team of professionals and volunteers dedicated to the mission of restoring the Gift of Sight through recovery and transplantation of corneas, research to advance the knowledge and treatment of eye diseases, and education to increase donations of human eyes after death.

Serving the entire state of Wisconsin, The Lion's Eye Bank of Wisconsin fulfills this mission by procuring, processing, and distributing eye tissue to corneal transplant surgeons, researchers, and teachers

Equally important is our commitment to education through our network of medical professionals, Lions and Lioness Clubs and members, and other volunteers who give generously of their time, talent, and treasures.

The Lions Eye Bank of Wisconsin continues its commitment to people in the present who receive transplants and those in the future who will benefit from the research

Our ultimate goal is to improve people's quality of life through the Gift of Sight.
The Lions Eye Bank of Wisconsin is located at:  2401 American Lane, Madison, WI  53704-3101.

Wisconsin Lions Youth Exchange
Since 1961, Lions clubs have committed themselves to broadening international awareness among the young people of the world through the Lions International Youth Exchange Program. This program, unlike many others, is not conducted for the purposes of formal education or employment. Rather, it is designed to provide young men and women with a unique opportunity to experience another culture by being fully immersed into its daily lifestyle by living with a family. The Lions Youth Camp and Exchange program brings the ideal of global citizenship to life. Unlike some youth exchange programs, the Lions program does not involve tourism, academic studies or employment. Instead, the Lions international youth exchange program provides young people with a unique opportunity to participate in everyday life in another culture.
All participants in a Lions Youth Camp or Exchange must:

· Be between the ages of 15 and 22

· Have a basic knowledge of the language of the host country

· Be ready to represent your community, country and the sponsoring Lions club

· Welcome the opportunity to explore and accept the customs of another culture

· Provide proof of insurance (health, medical, travel) and a liability release agreement

· Be sponsored by a Lions club
The Wisconsin Lions Youth Exchange Camp is located at Camp Vista in Dundee, WI.

Leader Dogs for the Blind
Leader Dogs for the Blind was founded by three Detroit area Lions Clubs members in 1939. Leader Dogs for the Blind provides guide dogs to people who are blind and visually impaired to enhance their mobility, independence and quality of life. Each year, over 270 clients attend the 26-day residential training program to be paired with a guide dog. This is a life-changing event that opens the door to independence, safety and self-worth for many of the clients.

In addition to the guide dog program, programs are offered that enhance a person’s independence and quality of life in other ways, including orientation and mobility training, GPS training, and seminars for orientation and mobility professionals.  Currently, Leader Dog is the only facility in the Western Hemisphere to teach deaf-blind students to work with a guide dog.

Thanks to generous donations from supporters, the guide dog services are provided free of charge, including room and board and travel to and from the campus in Rochester Hills, Michigan, for clients living in North America. 

Leader Dog is recognized as a “Best in America” charity by the Independent Charities of America (ICA).
STURM HUMANITARIAN FOUDATION OF LIONS DISTRICT 27-B2, INC

The Sturm Humanitarian Foundation, Inc. is an affiliate humanitarian organization of District 27-B2 of the Lions of Wisconsin.  It was organized as a non-profit organization used for benevolent purposes within District 27-B2 only.  The Foundation was formed and approved to operate under the name of Lions International as of December 1992.

The Foundation will provide funding for health and/or individual needs within District 27-B2, but will not duplicate projects of Lions Clubs International or Wisconsin Lions Foundation, etc.  Funds may be distributed and used for diagnostic health testing, for transplants, for securing appliances such as artificial limbs, prostheses, etc., for securing appliances to assist stroke victims in communicating through the use of appliances developed for this purpose, organ transplants.

Applications are available from any member of the Board of Directors upon request.  It is suggested that each application be sponsored by a Lions Club or Lions Member.  Applications will be reviewed by the Board at their regular meeting or at a special meeting as is necessary.  Grants of up to $1,000.00 are given to approved applications.  The Board will follow up on any application that does not contain enough information.  The release of medical and other information is needed.
The Board of Directors are available to put on a program for any Club, Zone or Region meeting.  Each Club in District 27-B2 is asked to include the Sturm Humanitarian Foundation in their list of donations each year.

“Sturm Humanitarian Foundation” of District 27-B2 has qualified as a publicly supported Foundation and donors may deduct contributions, gifts, and donations to it under the provisions of the United States Revenue Code.

All donations can be sent to:  Sturm Humanitarian Foundation of Lions District 27-B2, Inc.  

820 Bridge Street     Manawa, WI  54949

HEMPEL FELLOWSHIP
There is no more fitting tribute for a Club member, spouse or treasured friend, than to recognize service to others by bestowing the honor of a Ray Hempel Fellowship.
Inspired by a hospital visit by the lament in 1952 – “Blind kids can’t go to outdoor camps and stuff like that.”  Lion Ray envisioned a solution.  In 1953, Lion Ray and his fellow Lions joined to support a Boy Scout camp rental that introduced five visually impaired youths to outdoor life.  At the 1955 State Lions Convention, Poy Sippi Lions, led by Lion Ray, petitioned District Governors for support of a permanent camp location.  A site search led to today’s Lions Camp property was approved to purchase at the 1956 State Lions Convention.  

Lion Ray served as the first unpaid Lions Camp Director.  In 1959, at the Camp Gateway Dedication, Lion Ray was recognized as the originator of the Wisconsin Lions Camp by Lions International President Clarence L. Sturm.  Lions Camp has since touched the lives of tens of thousands of children and adults with special needs.
A Hempel Fellowship contribution of $1,000.00 is deposited into the permanent Lions Pride Endowment Fund.  Interest earnings help support Lions Camp and other Wisconsin Lions Found-ation statewide projects.  The Awardee will receive a Ray Hempel Fellow lapel pin a personalized plaque and their name will be added to the permanent Ray Hempel Fellowship Recognition Dis-

Play in the Lions Pride Office.

RESTORING HOPE TRANSPLANT HOUSE – 






    WISCONSIN LIONS CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

The Wisconsin Lions have been involved in tissue transplants since 1953 through cornea transplants.  They have extended it to all transplants through the Wisconsin Donor Registry and Donate Life Wisconsin.

A transplant house is a “home away from home” for patients who are in the Madison area for organ, bone marrow or other transplants.  A transplant house is not a medical facility.  It is a caring environment that offers high quality, affordable accommodations for patients and their adult family members or caregivers.  In addition to physical housing the house offers hospitality, compassion and hope to support the healing journey for the patient and family.  The support is provided by a small core staff, many volunteers and through interaction between other families facing the same challenges.

Contributions are payable to:  Restoring Hope Transplant House and can be sent to:  Middleton Lions Club – 3701 Mandimus Ct. – Middleton, WI  53562

FUND RAISERS:
Deer Hides for Lions Camp

Friends and Honor Garden 

The Friends and Honors Garden is a beautiful flower, tree, and shrub garden complete with trellis work and water fountain. The purpose is to recognize friends of the Foundation for major contributions. The garden features a block and brick walkway leading to and throughout the various plantings. The main attraction in this beautiful and peaceful setting east of the Memorial Building is the three 6’ x 10’ granite-clad walls for permanently inscribing recognition for the donors.

Friends of the Foundation

Friends of the Wisconsin Lions are people just like you who have heard of the WLF projects and believe that these projects serve a humanitarian need. 

Major Gift Giving 

Private donations from individuals, groups, corporations or foundations are greatly appreciated and a valued source of funds for the Wisconsin Lions Foundation.   Prospective donors may choose to consider one of two approaches to support: 

A specific project, program or general contribution that may be utilized at the discretion of the Board of Directors, or

The permanent, donor-directed WLF Lions Pride Endowment Fund which contributes interest income annually for current operations while accumulating the balance in perpetuity to help preserve our legacy of service.  

Sustaining Membership Program

The Sustaining Membership Program is for individual members who wish to be identified as always supporting the Foundation and its programs.

Donation is separate from all other donations. Must be given all at once and is not cumulative.

Wall of Honor

The Foundation’s Wall of Honor is designed to forever recognize Clubs, members, loved ones, and businesses for their support of the Wisconsin Lions Foundation. Each block can be purchased for just $500 and when all are sold, will have generated $500,000 to the ongoing Building Fund.

The purchase of a block can be accomplished by sending one check for $500 or spread over two years for $250 per year. The Building Fund monies are used for repair and maintenance of existing buildings, furnishings within the buildings, and new construction as needed.

Clubs interested in being listed on the Wall of Honor are reminded that the purchase of a block is to be over and above their Annual Donation.

The Wall of Honor is located at the Wisconsin Lions Camp, 3834 County Road A, Rosholt, WI  54473.

Birch-Sturm Fellowship
This fellowship is intended to recognize individuals who exemplify dedication and commitment to Lionism.

In 1990, the Birch-Sturm Fellowship was created by the Wisconsin Lions Foundation to honor those individuals who exemplify undying dedication and commitment to Lionism. The Fellowship is named after Wisconsin’s only International Presidents, Frank V. Birch and Clarence L. Sturm who were great supporters of the Foundation.
In 2012, the Foundation recognized the need to create a separate organization known as the Birch-Sturm Memorial Fund, Inc. to administer the Birch-Sturm Fellowships. 

The Birch-Sturm Fellowship is a way for districts, clubs, or individuals to honor a person who displays dedication and commitment to Lionism. In order to become a Birch-Sturm Fellow, a district, club, or individual must donate $1,000 to the Birch-Sturm Fund. The $1,000 may be made in one payment or in installments. If you have any questions, please call the Foundation Office, toll-free at 877-463-6953.
	Lions Pride Campaign

Established for the future of Wisconsin Lions Foundation Statewide Projects.  In Wisconsin, the Lions presence is without parallel as a force for community service. There is a Lion for every 260 Wisconsin citizens. Some 580 Lions Clubs serve their local communities; that reach is supported still further by 118 Lioness and 48 Leo Clubs.

For more than a half century, the crown jewel—the pride—of Wisconsin Lions has been Lions Camp: founded to provide, free, life-changing experiences for children with special needs from all Wisconsin communities. 

Administered by the non-profit Wisconsin Lions Foundation [501c(3)], that vision has since extended to include multiple services for statewide projects in which all local Clubs participate: children’s vision screening, diabetes, hearing, eyeglass recycling, and more. 

The public need for Lions’ services continues to grow, but so too does the cost of providing even current services. Fortuitously, Wisconsin Lions have not experienced the same level of membership decline as some other service organizations, but Foundation funding has become an extreme challenge.
The Lions of Wisconsin support the Lions Pride Campaign as a permanent donor-directed endowment. The WLF Lions Pride Endowment Fund goal is $25 million. The Campaign’s success— realizing the interest provided by this undertaking—is essential to the future of Lions Camp as well as other statewide local community projects.

We encourage you to explore here the important work of Lions and the Wisconsin Lions Foundation. Consider ways you can contribute to the WLF Lions Pride Endowment Fund.[image: image3.png]



PROGRAMS:
Wisconsin Lions Camp

Blind and Visually Impaired Youth:

Children ages 6-17 are eligible if they require attendance in a special class or school for the visually impaired, or require special aids or instruction or need these services even if not taking advantage of them at present. Persons with vision in one eye are also eligible.

The Wisconsin Lions Camp is located at 3834 County Road A, Rosholt, WI  54473.

 

Deaf and Hard of Hearing Youth:

Children ages 6-17 are eligible if they require attendance in a special class or school for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, or require special aids or instruction or need these services even if not taking advantage of them at present.

 

Youth with Mild Cognitive Disabilities:

Children ages 9-17 are eligible if they are enrolled in a special class or program for the cognitively disabled and educationally functions as having a mild or borderline cognitive disability.

 

Youth with Type I and Type II Diabetes:

The camp partners with the American Diabetes Association to provide two one-week programs for children with diabetes ages 9-16.  The Wisconsin Lions Camp provides the site, food service and program staff while the American Diabetes Association handles registration and provides the health care, dietetic and professional support needed to run the program.  
Along with camping programs for children, the Wisconsin Lions Camp has been providing outdoor recreational opportunities for adults with visual or hearing disabilities for many years. Geared as a resort program, adults have their choice of various activities and programs.  A favorite pastime of many adult campers is the opportunity to visit with longtime friends who are never seen except for their week at camp. Nature hikes, pontoon rides, wagon rides, evening social events, crafts, canoeing, fishing and swimming are also popular activities.  Equally enjoyed are sailing, overnight camping, and other special program events.  The friendships, fun, new experiences and the natural beauty of the Wisconsin Lions Camp make the Adult Resort Program the highlight of the year for many.

 
Eyeglass Recycling Center
The Eyeglass Recycling Center is one of only 11 centers worldwide. Over one million pairs of glasses are processed annually at the Center, with over 450,000 pairs being sent to developing countries. Eyeglasses received at the eyeglass facility at Lions Camp are sorted, cleaned, categorized, bagged, and boxed in preparation for shipment to developing countries.

People in developing countries have been known to walk miles and miles to get the free eyeglasses. Qualified personnel fit eyeglasses to their needs as nearly as possible.

There are millions of people in the world today who need eyeglasses to see clearly. Globally, one child in four cannot see well enough to learn to read without glasses. By age 40, 90% of adults experience a decrease in the ability to read print and need eyeglasses. Many developing countries lack the resources to manufacture quality lenses. The cost of imported eyeglasses is far beyond the means of the average citizen. Millions will fail to reach their economic, educational, and social potential without access to quality eyeglasses.

Anyone can contribute to the Eyeglass Project. Just drop your used eyeglasses in a Lions collection box or give them to a Lions member. They can also be sent to:

The Eyeglass Recycling Center was made possible by a matching grant received from the Lions Clubs International Foundation.

The Eye Glass Recycling Center is located at the Wisconsin Lions Camp, 3934 County Road A, Rosholt, WI  54473

Every year, numerous Lions head to Mexico with used eyeglasses from our Eyeglass Recycling Center in Rosholt, donated fire trucks, ambulances and school busses gathered by Lions Clubs around the state, and medical and school supplies such as hospital beds and school desks.  These items are given freely to Lions Clubs in Mexico that distribute them to needy schools, orphanages and cities.  While in Mexico, thousands of used eyeglasses are given out to local residents who probably have never had a pair of glasses in their life.  Materials taken to Mexico come from donations accumulated throughout the state.  The used glasses are collected by Wisconsin Lions and processed through the Eyeglass Recycling Center located in Rosholt.
Community Diabetes Education Project

In 1999, WLF, with a $100,000 grant from LCIF, undertook development of a major new initiative: a community-based diabetes education project for patients, health professionals, and the public. To date, this effort has been focused in every Lionistic District, and we have learned a great deal.

A continuing goal has always been to find a way to expand the project to serve many more communities. That mechanism has now been established and an ambitious expanded Community Diabetes Education Project has been developed.

Awareness was adopted as a long-term commitment of Lions International in March 1984. The primary objective of the Lions project is to reduce the number of new cases of blindness caused by diabetic retinopathy (a common complication of uncontrolled diabetes) through diabetes education, early detection and treatment, and support of research.

Diabetes is the leading cause of new cases of blindness in people aged 20-74. Other diabetes complications include much higher incidences of heart disease, stroke, high blood pressure, kidney problems, nerve damage, and amputations.

Your Wisconsin Lions Foundation Program Associate is being asked to serve as the initial focal point for encouraging your Club’s support of the WLF Community Diabetes Education Project.

Diabetes is a major focus of Lions International’s Lions Eye Health Program (LEHP), also known as Sight-First. If your Club does not already have a LEHP or Sight-First Chair, perhaps you could consider establishing a Diabetes Chair. Chances are great that every Lions and Lioness Club in Wisconsin has one or more members with diabetes who would be interested in serving.

One key to developing an active local community diabetes effort is teamwork between a Diabetes Project Leader and your Publicity Chair ... and, of course, the support of other members when a project is in process.

Club participation will raise your community’s awareness of the newsworthy and important issues surrounding diabetes. It will also bring your Club’s good works to the attention of the community (as well as to prospective new members).

The time commitment required to develop worthy (and newsworthy) diabetes-related projects is not great.

WLF has developed easy-to-follow Club Community Diabetes Manual and materials for several model projects. These include (at no cost) press releases for community newspapers, public service announcements, handout brochures, and more. All can easily be ordered by phone, fax, e-mail or mail. Contact WLF at 877-463-6953.

Hearing Aid Project

The WLF Hearing Project is dedicated to the needs of the hard of hearing. It is run through a combined effort of Wisconsin Lions, Lioness, and Leo Clubs. Hearing healthcare professionals throughout the State generously assist by providing services to beneficiaries of the Hearing Project throughout Wisconsin.

The WLF Hearing Project helps Wisconsin’s needy individuals who are hard of hearing, cannot afford to purchase a hearing instrument, and do not qualify for any existing state-funded financial assistance programs.

The success of the Hearing Project relies on the collaborative efforts and generosity of Wisconsin Lions, Lioness, and Leo Clubs, hearing healthcare professionals, and hearing aid manufacturers. 
Lions, Lioness, and Leo Clubs throughout the State collect used hearing aids and provide funding for recipients; hearing professionals agree to accept reduced fees for their services; and hearing aid manufacturers provide large discounts on hearing devices dispensed to recipients.
Children's Vision Screening

The Wisconsin Lions Foundation and Prevent Blindness Wisconsin combined forces to help the fight against blindness and to ensure that every child from six months to eighteen years old sees properly. Through the efforts of local Lions and Lioness Clubs, screenings are taking place in their local day care and preschool facilities.  Vision problems affect one in every five school-age children and one in every twenty preschool-age children.

Youth Projects 

Quest

The Wisconsin Lions Foundation sponsors teacher training workshops throughout Wisconsin that utilize the extremely popular and timely Lions Quest Programs “Skills for Adolescence”, “Skills for Growing”, and “Skills for Action”. These Lions Quest Programs are comprehensive skills development programs for young people in grades K-12.

The Programs are designed to develop skills in improving peer and family relationships. They are positive prevention programs, intended to equip young people with the ability to say “NO” to negative peer pressure and drug and alcohol abuse.  


 
